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but Preachers, Promoters and Exhorters of others 
Preachers to Chriſtianity, who for the moſt Part are the 
Te nnen, Sreateſt Promoters and Advancers of thoſe Wars: 
and by whom upon all ſuch Occaſions the Name 
of God and Jeſus Chriſt is moſt horribly abuſed, 
prophaned and blaſphemed, While they dare 
Fray to God, and Thank him for the 1 
their Brethren Chriſtians, and that for and a- 
gainſt, according to the Changeable Wills of 
their ſeveral Princes: Lea, ſo, that [ſome will 
ThePriefſs join in their Prayers with and for the Proſperity 
Sinan of ſuch, as their Prafeſton vbliges them to be- 
ty in their lieve to be Heretieal and Antichriſtian; and for 
the Deſtruction of thoſe, whom the ſame Pro- 
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PFroteſtants, Join in their Prayers, and Rejoyce for 
ninintbe Deſtruttion of the Spaniſn Papiſts and Dutch 
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engage any Prince or State to change his Party, 1657. + 
while the ſame War and Cauſe remains; then 
will the Clergy preſently - accommodate their... i 

Prayers to the Caſe; I= Praying for Proſperity io 
thoſe, to whom inflantly before they wiſhed Ruine; > 
and ſo on the contrary : As in this preſent War, 
in the Caſe of the Biſhop of. Munſter is manifeſt, 
Was there ever, or can there be any more 
horrible Profanation of the Holy and Pure Name 
of God, eſpecially to be done by thoſe; who pre- 
tend to be ier, bY of the true God, and 

Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt ? This not only Equals, 
but far Exceeds the Wickedneſs of the Hearhens : 
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For they only Prayed ſuch Gods to their N A 
-ance, as they fancied allow their Ambition, and = 


-accounted their Warring a Virtue z whom they 
judged Changeable like themſelves, and ſubject to 
ſuch Quarrels among themſelves, as they that 
are their Worſhippers : But for thoſe to be found A 
in theſe Things, who believe, there is but One 4A 
only God, and have, or at leaſt profeſs to have .. 
ſuch Notions of his Juſtice, Equity and Mercy ' 1 
and of the Certainty of his Puniſhing the Tranſ- 


greſſors of his Law, is ſo horrible and abomi- 4 
nable, as cannot ſufficiently be neither ſaid; nor _ _ 
„ Written. 4 | N ; N . 1 


The Ground then of all this is the Want of The qt 
True Chriſtianity, becauſe the Nature of it is not? %% 
begotten, nor brought forth in thoſe called Chri- = 
ſtianst; and therefore they bear not the Image. 
nor bring not forth the Fruits of it. For albeit. Ws 
they have the Name, yet the Nature they are 
Strangers to: The Lamb's Nature is not in them, - 
but the Doggiſh Nature, the Wolfith Nature, \ 
that will ſtill be quarrelling and deſtroying z the 
Cunning, Serpentine, Subtle Nature, and the 
Proud, Ambitious, Luciferian Nature, that ſees 
Princes and States a work to contrive and fok + 
ment Wars, and engages l to fight togetber 
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for Covetouſneſs and Hope of Gain: And the. | 


EF  TheClergyyſame Cauſe doth move tlie Clergy to concur with 
p Prayers. their Share in Making their Prayers Turn and 
1 Twine; and fo all are here out from the State 
N of True Chriſtianity, And as they keep the 
Name of being Chriſtians; ſo alſo upon the ſame 
Pretext each will pretend to be for Peace, while 
their Fruits manifeſtly declare the Contrary. 
And how hath and doth Experience daily diſco - 
ver this Deceit! For how is Peace brought a- 
= bout? Is it not, when the Weaker is forced to 
give way to the Stronger, without Reſpe& to the 
Equity of the Cauſe ? Is it not juſt ſo, as among 
the wild and devouring Beaſts? Who when they 
Fight together, the Weaker is forced to give way 
to the Stronger, and ſo deſiſt, until another Oc- 
caſion offer? So who are found Weakeſt, who 
are leaſt capable to hold out, they muſt bear the 
Inconveniency; and he gets the moſt Advantage, 
however frivolous, yea, unjuſt his Pretence be, 
who is moſt able to vindicate his Claim, and 
. preſerve it not by Equity, but Force of Arms: 
So that the Peace-Contrivers Rule is not the E- 
quity of the Cauſe, but the Power of the Par- 
ties. Is not this known and manifeſt in many, 
if not moſt of the Pacifications, that have been 
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made in Chriſtendom ? 1 e : 
It is therefore in my Heart, In the Name and 
Behalf of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, to warn you to 
conſider of thoſe Things: And therefore be not 
unwilling to hear One, that appears among you 
Which ca-fof the Intereſt. of Chriſt his King and Maiter. 
biene Not as if thereby he denied the Juſt Autbority of 
E  apttothrow Soveraigu Princes; or refuſed to acknowledge the 
© — vp92.u, by Sybje@on himſelf owes to his Lawful Prince 
dme is and Superior; or were any ways inclined to fa- 
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eny, or ſeek to overturn all Civi! 16 

' Governweas , Nay, not at all: But I am one; 
who do Reverence and Honour Magiſtracy, and 

_ .. acknowledge Subje&ion due unto them by their 
reſpective People in all Things Faſt and Lawful:; 

"knowing; that Magiſtracy is an Ordinance of God, 
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and that Magiſtrates are bis Miniſters, who. bear * now. ij 


not the Sword in vain. Yet nevertheleſs. I judge * 4 
it no Prejudice to Magiſtracy, nor Injury to any, 
for one that is called of the Lord Jeſus, to appear 
For him in this, Affair; for he is not a little con- 
cerned, as by all their Confeſſion, ſo by Right 
are his Subjects (unleſs they wilfully render them 
ſelves to another, even to the Adverſary) for He 
js Heir of All, and therefore it is fit, that they, 
Who ſpeak in his Name, be heard; for his Ho- 
our and Glory is concerned: His Authority has 
been contemned; his Laws broken; his Life Op- 
preſſed ; His Standard of Peace pulled down and 
rent; bis Government incroached upon: What (ball 
Þ4 ſay ! His precious Blood ſhed, and bimſelf-a freſh 
| Crucified, and put to open Shame by the Murders 
and Cruelties that have attended thoſe Wars. If 
then ye come not under a deep and weighty Senſe 
of thoſe things, ſo as to apply your ſelves to 
ſeek after ſome Effectual Way to remedy theſe 
Evils; bowever you may ſeek to pleaſe Princes 
and States, by patching up a Reconciliation, 
and troubling your ſelves to ſatisfy their Covet- 
ous and Ambitious Wills, who make ſuch a Noiſe 
and Stir in the World about their Glory, and do 
not mind the Glory and Honour of the Lord Jeſus 
Cbriſt, ſo as to give him the Right, that is due 
unto him in the firſt Place (not in a bare Sound of 
Words; he will not accept of ſuch a; Comple- 
ment, while the Evil Works remain ;) I Teſtify 
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brought to lay down Arms, and appear to be good 


Hearts, and that evil Ground of Ambition, of 
Pride, and Luft, and Vain Glory be removed, 
that ſo they may Rule in the Wiſdom and Power 
of God, and not according to their Luſts ; that 
Evil Ground and devouring Nature being ſtill a- 
live and predominant in them, will quickly ſtir 
ſome of them up again, ſo ſoon as Opportunity 

, offers fit for their Advantage: They will kindle 
The worls the Flame again, and all your Articles' will not 


at an kad. bind them; but they will break them like Straws: 
| feek to pleaſe them, will quickly find out a Pre- 


Helliſh Mazims, Qui neſcit diſimulare, neſcit reg- 
nare, i. e. That ſuch, as make Conſcience to Lye 
(or ſerve the Devil) but to Obey Chriſt, are not 


their Words. And perhaps, if they find it diffi- 
cult to hit upon any probable Ground or Pre- 
tence; if they judge themſelves ſtrong enough, 
they will neither trouble themſelves, nor the 


| Peace is no longer conſiftent with their Glory + 
| And when they bave brought ahout what they have 
determined, they will let the World know the Rea- 
E | Jon of it. mY Fa 15 | , rhe | | 6 
FF - Hath not manifold Experience proved thoſe 
=. Things to be true? And ſeeing it is fo, there is, 
1 nor can no ſetled, firm, eſtabliſhed Peace be 
=. brought to Chriſtendom, until the 8 0 King 
4 dom be rooted out of Men's Hearts, 

bo 
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For although thoſe Kings and Princes, that 
Dare now at Variance, may be by your Means 


Friends and dear Allies; yet unlefs the Lord e- 
ſus Chriſt can be reſtored to his Kingdom in their 


And their Counſellors, who flatter them, and 


text for a Breach, ſuch as have taught them theſe 


fit to rule; and that Kings muſt not be Slaves to 


World to give a Reaſon, but tell, That to be at 


1 5 rom which 
am 4 1,7, Wars come, as the Apoſtle James teſtifies; and 
the Kingdom of Jeſus come to be eſtabliſſted in 
© the Hearts of Kings, and Princes, and _o_ 
=_ | Who 
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1 Eingdoms is @ Fong of Righteouſneſs and 1697. 
. non and Foy in the Holy Spirit: Until he come VV. 
to Rule in and among them, and his Enemies 
via. Every Evil Luft be thrown out from him, ſo ; 
that his Heavenly Wiſdom may take Place, which lu. 3; . 
is pure, and peaceable, and eaſy to be intreated. 
And therefore to bring this about, is the One and 
Great Thing needful to be minded and conſidered 
of, and effectually to be preſſed after, as that, by 
the Accompliſhing whereof the preſent Evils can 
alone be Cured and Removed. 
Therefore be not miſtaken, neither S | :- 
| = ſelves to think, Te can Accompliſh this Work 1 


your World! and Humane Wiſdom ;, the Wiſ= 4 
om of the Fleſh will not do it, neither that of —— 
| the firſt Birth, which muſt Die and be Crucified, 4 
ere the Heavenly Wiſdom, the Beginning whereof pro“. 1. 7. 
# the Fear of the Lord, be revealed, by which 
alone this Work can both be truly begun and fi- 
niſhed. For the Worldly and Carnal Wiſdom is 
the Cauſe of the War: It is by it, that Men have 
been, and are ſtirred up to it, even the Wiſe 
dom of the firſt fleſhly Birth, which leads Men 
not to be content with their own, but to Covet 
their Neighbour's, and to Qnarrel and Fight in 
Hopes of Advantage. Therefore that Wiſdom, 
which is the Cauſe of the Miſchief, will, nor can 
never Cure it. 15 
Try and Examine your ſelves therefore ferioully y 
in the Sight of God, whether you be Led, Acted and 
Influenced in your preſent Negotiation by the 
Wiſdom of this World, the Wildom of the firſt 
Birth, which is Seu, Deuiliſb and from below; 
or by the Heavenly and Pure V. iſdom of God, 
which is from above, and is the Fruit of the 2 Jam-3 
_... cond Birth, the New Birth by Jeſus Chriſt form- 
ed and brought forth in the Soul, and the Light of 


= 


vs Chriſt in you, which. ſhews you. all your. 
bee, and bes pr every one * you, „ 
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1 ray be anſwere 


, and the Pure Life of Jeſus ; 
| by theſe Doings the Oppreſſed may be eaſed, 
and ſuffered to ariſe. AY £56410 
 _ Forif this be little in your Minds, as a thin 
. not much regarded, but neglected by yon, I mu 
intimate to you in the Name of the Lord, that 
your Work will not be bleſſed by Him; neither 
| will it proſper: For wing '> you may make 
= Peace for a Time; yet (as I have afore ſaid) it 
will not be firm, nor of any long Continuance; 
but the O74 Root ſtill remaining, will ſend forth 
its Evil Fruit again, and all your Labour will 
ide unde ne. 
| Let me Exhort you then ſerioufly to Examine 
Pour ſelves by the Light of Jeſus Chriſt in you, 
that can alone diſcover unto you your -own 
. Hearts, and will not flatter you (as Men may) 
1 Whether you be fit for this Work you are ſet a- 
io the bout? Which you cannot be, until you have ſe- 
Festen or Tioufly applied your ſelves to the Killing and 
F .God a Jan. Crucifying of that Nature in your ſelves, from 
= OY Meare which all this Evil flows. If the Warring Part 
dc. be removed out of you, and the Corrupted Wiſ- 
dom done away, and the Peactable Wiſdom brought 
b, then are you fit to conſult and bring abdut 
tte Peace of Chriſtendom. But this cannot be 
= _ accomplithed in you, until you have firſt believ- 
cdl in the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, wherewithal you, 
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as well as all Men, are enlightned ; and which i 1677. 
given you as a ſufficient Guide and Leader, to 
Tead out of Darkneſs, to lead out of Strife, to _ 
lead out of the Luſts, from which the Wars come, jam. 4. . 
unto the Ways of Righteouſneſs and Peace; which 4 
leads not to deſtroy, but to Love and Forgive E- 
nemies. „ Fs 8 _ 
It is the minding of this, and being led and _ 
guided by it, that only can fit you for ſo Great 4 
and Good a Work; for this is the Fruit of the 
Father's Love to Mankind, and the Gift of God, 1 
even Chriſt Jeſus, who was given for a Light to if. 4. 
enlighten the Gentiles, and for bis Salvation unto * 2 3 Þ 
the Ends of the Earth. 19 7 9 0 9 
So it is by turning to this, and following it. 
and obeying it (in which is Sufficiency, and N 
which gives Power to the Receivers of it to be- 
come the Sons of God) that the true Nature of 
Chriſtianity can be brought forth and Reſtored; 
and by which Kings and Princes, Rulers and Peo- 
ple may be broxght out of Luft, Envy, Warring 
and Strife, to true Peace with God, and one 
with another. | 


1 ——_— 
5 x 
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And therefore the Cauſe of all the Miſchief, 
that is in Chriſtendom, is, Becauſe this Light has 444 
not been minded, nor regarded in the Heart; but 7 


bas been bated and overlooked, as a low and in- | 
[jam Thing : And therefore the Seed of the 2 
ingdom, this Gift of the Father's Love, this 
3 Leaven, this Pearl of great Price, and this 
ITaalent being hid in the Ground, Condemned and 7 
Deſpiſed, and the World and Worldly Mind be- 1 
ing ſet over it, notwithſtanding all the Preaching 
and Praying, and Profeſſing of Chriſt in Words © 
lthat has been only one outward Shew and Ap- © 
8 33 by which Men might the more eaſilx : 
e deceived, and live more ſecurely in their 
Wickedneſs) the Innocent Life of Chriſt hath 42M 
vat been known, and -'> + yan hath vo 
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677. been known, and all Chriſtendom has brought 
NV forth bitter and ſower Grapes under all their 
Talk and Forms of Worſhip; and not the ſweet 
and Peaceable Fruits of Righteouſheſs: Which 
can never be brought, until all come to him, to 
the Light of Chriſt in their Conſciences, to fol- 
we light low and obey it, and acknowledge it, - as that 
Lade ee if, Which is given them of God, and ſufficient to 
and te Truth lead them to Life and Salvation. For as this 1s 
Face. thus received and entertained, the true Nature of 
| Chriſt will be begotten and brought forth in 
People; and then the contrary Nature, in which 
the Enmity and Strife is, will die and paſs a- 
way: And fo Truth and Peace will come to be 
ſietled and firmly Eſtabliſhed. 381 855 

And for this End the Lord God Almighty is a- 
riſen, and ariſing in his own Power- and Glory, 
who out of his infinite Compaſſion, having re- 
gard to the preſent diſtracted and deſolate Con- 
dition of Chriſtendom (as ſeeing them Strangers 
to his Life and Power, and led and guided at Will 
to the utter Ruin and Deſtruction both of Body and 
Soul, by the Adverſary of Mankind's true Hap- 
pineſs) that he might Reveal the Light of his 
Truth, even of True Chriſtianity to thoſe, who 
have the Name only, hath turned many, whe 
i are Strangers and Enemies thereunto in their 
3 Minds by wicked Works, to this precious Light, 
I. 28. 1. by which Judgment has been laid to the Line, 
rr 12. and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet in them, and the 
Evil Works and Nature in them have been judg- 
acc d and condemned; and they have willingly a- 
bode under it, until it hath been hrougbt forth to 
Viclory in them, And many of them, who have 
been Wiſe according to the Viſdom of the World, 
have learned to lay it down at the Feet of Jeſus, 
that they might receive from him of his Pure 
and Heavenly Wiſdom; being contented in the 
. Evjoyment of that by the World to be ge" 
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Fools: And alſo many of them, who were Fight- 1677. ; 
-ers, and even renowned for their Skill and Va- 
lour in Warring, have come by the Influence of . 
this pure Light to Beat their Swords into Plough- 16, 2.4. 
ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning-books, and nat 
learn Carnal War any more, being redeemed from 
the Luſts, from which the Fighting comes, And re W 
there are Thouſands, whom God hath brought of t:.0- & 
here already; who ſee to the End of all Conten- the orgs - - Þ 
tion and Strife, and that for which the World c#v/ea- 
contends: And albeit the Devil be angry at them, 
and rage againſt them in the meer Nominal and 
Literal Chriſtians, becauſe he knows, they ſtrike 
at the very Root and Foundation of his Kingdom in 
- Men's Hearts; and therefore he prevails in his 
Followers, to wit, in theſe Literal, Nominal 
Chriſtians, to Perſecute, Kill, Beat, Baniſb and 
- Impriſon, and many Ways Jex them: Yet be. 
cauſe the Lord has Choſen them to be a Firſt Fruit 
of that Glorious Work, which he is bringing a- 1 
bout in the Nations, therefore they hitherto have, 
notwithſtanding of all that Oppoſition, and yet- 
-ſhall proſper : By a patient Enduring 1n the Spi- 
rit of ale ther do and ſhall OVERCOME _ - 
And therefore there is nothing can ſo much bra 
tend to the Good and Univerſal Peace of Chriften- ""* 
dom, than for all and every one to mind this 
Gift of Godin themſelves ; and not only to ſuf- 
fer, but to rejoyce at the Preaching and Pro- 
mulgating of the Univerſality of this Glorious 
Liebt, whereunto God is now calling many: For 
as the Reſiſting and Slaying of this in them- 
 ' ſelves, as well as in thoſe, who come in the Name 
of God to declare it, is the Cauſe of all the Miſ- 4 
chief, that Chriſtendom labours under; ſo alſo i: 
its being received and taking. Place, would re- . 
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- 
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move and do it away. # ; 
Be not therefore eaſily engaged by the Enemy. _.? 
to light and reject thoſe things as foolith and of 
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16 
fiese, Thus the King of 1/rac! deſpiſed the Counſel 


— weak, and 100 low for you to conſider, or give 
8B > OI 20" Place unto; for thereby the Enemy always la- 


boured to vail and darken the Counſel o 
and hindred it from being received by Men. 


uc. 21 2, 


Fut. 220, Of Micah at the Inſtigation of his Mocking Pro- 
N. 10, go, phete; but remember, that you profeſs to be 


Hollotoers of Feſi4, who was loaden with m 
IN Reproaches, accounted a Diſturber, and to whom 
Barrabas a Murtherer was preferred, by the Coun- 
ſel and Advice of the wiſe Rabbies and great Pro- 
feſſors among the Fews ; and remember, that you 
profeſs your ſelves to be Owners of that Goſpel, 
whoſe firſt and chief Miniſters and Preachers 


25,29 "World upſide down: And therefore be not eaſily 


ch. 21, 


th. 24. 5, 6, [righted by theſe and ſuch like Reports and Re- 
ch. 25. 7. proaches from hearing thoſe, whom God hath 
Called and Choſen, that in and amongſt them 

he may be glorified, and by them may reſtore 

that in Reality in the (fo called) Chriſtian World, 
which for ſeveral Generations they have only 

Had the Shadow of, but have not enjoyed in the 
Subſtance. 's. 
And becauſe many are the Calumnies, that 
ſuch are Reproached withal, as holding forth 
ſtrange and pernicious Dodlrines; therefore I have 
- "herewith ſent you a large Apology for the True 
Chriſtian Divinity, held forth and preached by 
them; That therein you may ſee, how the truly 
Chriſtian Principles, which have been loſt in the 
Apoſtacy, while 'the Life of Chriſtianity was 
not to be found, is Reſtored by their Teftimo- 
ny: Deſiring you ſeriouſly to Read and Conſider 
the ſame, as well as Tranſmit it to the ſeveral 
Princes you are Employed by; that both you 
and they may ſee, That the Day of the Lord 
f 7 de ont Rl 
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n Dawned, and may Learn to Walk in the ws 167% 


47 5 which would bring Peace and Quietne 
And thereby all may be ſtirred up to 
Gladneſs ſuch, as the Lord will move tb Preach 
and declare this Day, as it is dawned and made 
manifeſt in them; following the Apoſtle's Rules 
 1In Receiving Strangers willingly'; for that ſome in 


| | ub. 1% | 


that none of you may be like the Phariſeet, who 
cried, Crucify Him + Nor like thoſe, who in- 
_ "treated him to depart ont of their Coafts; and 
Aike thoſe-who would have zone of bin to Rate 
over then; leſt with them ye receive the like 
Condemnation. However, I ſhall be clear of 
all your Blood, in ſo far as I haue faithfally an- 
ſwered, what God required of me towards you, and 
Diſcharged my Conſcience in Love to your Immor- 
"Tal Souls; as well as to the Common Peace and 
Good of Chriſtendom. Whereof, and of all thoſe 
that Profeſs the Name of Chriſt, I am 


4 True Friend, and 
. Hearty Vell. wiſber, 


RoBERT BARGCLAY. 


— 


— 


This came upon me from the Lord to write unto 
Tou at Ury, in my Native Country of Scotland, 
' the Second of the Month caled November, 
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elicity to all, both outward: and inward: 
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